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I ChroN. xxviiFFo. 
And thou, Solomon, my Son, 


know thou the God of thy Fa- 


ther, aud ſerve him with a 


perfect Heart, and with a 


willing Mind, 


Is is the Royal Counſel 
of the great and good King 
Darwid, to his Son Solo- 
mon, Prince Royal of the 
Kingdom of Hal; in the 
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. Aim is, to celebrate the 
NaTiviTy of his Royal Highneſs Fre- 
derick Prince of Wales, Heir apparent to 
the Imperial Crown of Great Britain, 
who has T his Day compleated the 'I'venty = 
ſecond Year of his Age. 5 
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4 A Sermon on the Birth- day 


A Prince ! for his fine Endowments, for 


his rare Accompliſhments, both of Body and 


Mind, not exceeded, if equalled, by any 
Prince in Europe of his Years. This is the 
Character he juſtly acquird, when in his 
Royal Father's German Dominions : And 
nao ſooner does he arrive in this Kingdom, 
but it gains an univerſal Aſſent. 

All the defamatory Reports, which Diſ- 
loyalty to his Majeſty, and Diſaffection to 
the Royal Family; which Il-nature and 
Malice cou'd invent, to his Diſparagement 
in -his Abſence; and which were fo indu- 
ſtriouſly propagated by ſome, and as grec- 
dily ſwallowed by others, are immediately 
refuted at his very firſt Appearance amongſt 
us; and by his moſt inveterate Enemies 
(if any can ſtill continue to be ſuch) arc 
confeſſed to be no other than idle, falſe, 
malicious, and groundleſs Calumnies. 

How happy then is England, in his fate 
Arrival here ! No wonder that an univerſal 
Joy ſpread it ſelf among all his Majeſty's 
truly loyal Subjects, of all Degrees and Deno- 
minations, who are Well- wiſhers to Britiſh 


Liberties, and ſincere Lovers of the Pro- 


teſtant Religion, when the unexpected Ti- 


dings of his Landing in our Country, 


reach'd their Ears, = 
And if all ſuch infamous Slanders are 
detected; if all black Mouths are ſiopp 
8 | an 


of the Prince of Wales. 5 


and lying Tongues are ſilenced already ; if 
fo much ſhining Virtue, and diffuſive Good- 
neſs, mixed with ſo much Sweetneſs, and 
majeſtic Aﬀability, diſcover themſelves with 
fo much Luſtre, in zhis ſhort Time we have 
enjoyed his Preſence, even to the Con- 
viction, and Admiration of all, who have 


been truly informed of his extraordinary 


Qualifications, and Conduct; what unſpeak- 
able future Happineſs then do not theſe 
preſage to the Britiſh Iſles, when he ſhall 
have reſided ſome Nears among us? This 


all true Britons can't but with for, and 


that they may be many, under the imme- 


_ date Influences of his Royal Parents, whoſe 


wiſe Inſtructions, whoſe bright Examples 
(added to that extraordinary Care that has 
been already taken in his Education) cannot 
fail of confirming him in the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion, and in the ſincere Love of this Coun- 


try; of informing him of the true Nature 


of our Conſtitution ; and of training him 


up to be a ſupreme Governor, every Way 
qualified to make us a Happy People ; it 
not hindered by a perverſe Party, who 
have Views quite oppoſite to the true In- 


tereſt of the Religion and Libertics of their 


native Country. 1 
It is but a few Weeks ſince his Royal, 


_ Highneſs firſ# came into this Kingdom, 


tho' his Preſence had for ſome Time been 
| impa- 
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6 A Sermon on the Birth-day 


impatiently longed for by many of his 
Majeſty's faithful Subjects: But his Stay 
in Germany was thought proper till now, 
for weighty Reaſons of State, no doubt. 
There he drew his firſt Breath ; There he 
paſſed his younger Years: And now, at 
the Age of Manhood, ripe for Council, and 
fit for every Princely Action, he is come 
to make his Reſidence Here, that he may 
employ both, in the Service, and for the 
Honour and Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms. 
An Earneſt hereof he has given us in 
the very Manner of undertaking, and per- 
forming this long Journey. N 
What a Dutiful Regard was ſhewn to 
the Royal Pleaſure 2 which being intimated 
to him only oe. night, a ready Obedience 
was paid to it, in ſetting forward, after a 
very ſhort Repoſe, early the next Mori- 
1 
Nine cou'd Duty alone have prompted 
to ſo much Expedition; there muſt allo 
accompany it a moſt fancere Aﬀection to 
his Royal Parents. So ſudden a Departure 
from his native Country, and from the 
Court where he had all along had his Edu- 
cation; and ſo much Speed throughout his 
Journey to haſten to the Royal Preſence 
(with the Diſpatch of a King's Meſlenger, 
rather than of a King's Son) abundantly 
evidence, at once, the mutual Endeared: 
| 1 men 


r _ 


of the Prince of Wales. 7 
neſs betwixt heir Majeſties and the Royal 


Heir. 


Nor is his Reſolution and Courage, in 
encountering all the Difficulties in the Way 
from Hanover to London, and running all 


Hazards both by Sea and Land, in the very 


Depth of Winter, with ſo much Steadineſs 
and Intrepidity, to be leſs admir'd. Croſ- 


{ing the Seas without Convoy, and Coun- 


tries of different Sovereigns without Guards 
(when both were intended him, had not 
his Motions been quicker than Thought) 
ſnew him to be a Stranger to Fear: And 
paſſing through the Metropolis of his Fa- 
ther's Kingdom, to the Royal Palace, in- 


cognito, and in the ſame undiſtinguithed 


Manner, as the meaneſt Subjects traverſe 
the Streets of that great City, where 7 hor- 
ſands wou'd readily have attended him 
with their loudeſt Acclamations of Joy ; is 
a Demonſtration of Humility, and the clear- 
eſt Proof of being void of Oſtentation. 
And what may not reaſonably be ex- 
pected from a Prince, in whom there is a 
Combination of ſo many admired Qualities, 
plainly diſcovered at one View, in the very 
irſt Step which he has taken towards our 
Country ? 5 


\ 


And as their Majeſties have thought fit 
to teſtify to the World, their greateſt Satis- 
faction in this Prince's Arrival, by appointing 
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8 A Sermon on the Birth- day 


Court, in a very ſplendid, and joyful Man- 


ner, To-morrow, becauſe of This Day being 


devoted to the Service of God: fo it can't | 
be unbecoming the true Lovers of their 1 
Country, to expreſs their Joy This Day,  ( 
in a religious Manner, for the Birth of a1 
Prince, Who, if he ſurvives his Royal Fa- 0 
ther, is to be our King. 


Tho' He is not indeed a Native of our  h 
Country, yet he is no Stranger to it. He r. 
has for many Years been inſtructed in the v. 
Religion, the Laws, the Cuſtoms, the Man. as 
ics, and the Language of this Country. Ihe th 
former he underſtands as perfectly, and the m 
latter he ſpeaks as fluently, as moſt who | ne 
were born in it. And no doubt but one of dit 
his bright Genius, and great Advantage, me 
will ſoon arrive to the higheſt Attainment i 
in cach. \ 215 ver 
Let thoſe who are ſo infatuated, as to to 
court Popery and ${avery (the two very i try 
worſt Evils that can befal any Country) | mee 
celebrate the Tenth of Fame, with their his 
White Roſes, and their Treaſonable Healths, the 
in favour of a Spurious Pretender: But the 
let all, who feel the happy Influences of a the 
mild, and Proteſtant Government, who en- on 
tle 


joy the Freedom of their Religion and Li 
bertics without Moleſtation; let all who and 


delire to have theſe invaluable Bleſſings Þ ebe 
: handed Pro 


3 Promiſe of God, to eſtabliſh his Kingdom 


of the Prince of Wales. 9 


handed down to lateſt Poſterity, in the pre- 


ſent Royal Houſe of Hanover, celebrate the 
Nineteenth of Fantary, as the Day which 
gave Birth to the Prince of Males, the 
undoubted Rightful and Lawful Heir to the 
Crown of theſe Realms, by joining in the 
moſt fervent Prayers, and molt hearty Praiſes; 
on his Royal Highneſs's behalf. 

That I might afford you my Aſſiſtance 
herein, I have pitched upon the Words firſt 
read to you, which I take to be not only 
very pertinent to this particular Occaſion, 
as containing the Advice of a wile King, to 
the Prince his Son ; but alſo as conveying 
moſt excellent Inſtruction, very ſuitable, and 


neceſlary for us all. I ſhall therefore, in 


diſcourſing upon em, endeavour to accom- 
modate them to both Purpoſes. 


In this Chapter we have a general Con- 


vention of the States of the Kingdom, or, 


to ſpeak in the Language of our own Coun- 
try, a Parliament of Vrael ſummoned to 


mect King David, who deſigned to declare 
his Succeſſor to the Crown in the Preſence of 
the Repreſentatives of the People. When 


the Lords and Commons were aflembled, 


the King made a moſt gracious Speech to 
them, ſetting forth his own undoubted 'I 1- 


tle to the Crown, in the firſt Place, 


and then his Son Szlomon's to ſuc— 
ceed him : And acquaints them with the 
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10 A Sermon on the Birth- day 
for ever ; upon Condition nevertheleſs, that 
he continued conſtant in his Obſervance of 
the Divine Commands, Ver. 1 —7. He 
then addreſſes himſelf, firſt to the Aſſembly 
in general; and next to his Son Solomon in 
articular ; who, as appears, was preſent, 
and probably at the Right Hand of the 


Throne ; and gives a very folemn, and pa- 


thetical Exhortation to both, to make Re- 
ligion their Buſineſs. Fer. 8, 9. Now there- 
fore, in the Sight of all Iſracl, the Congrc- 
gation of the Lord, and inthe Audience , 
our God, keep, and ſeek for all the Com- 
mandments of the Lord your God : that qe 
may poſſeſs this good Land, and leave it 
for an Inheritance to your Children after 
you for ever. He ſtrictly charges them to 
adhere ſtedfaſtly to God, and to their Duty, 


and enforces it upon them from the Mo— 
tive of Happineſs. This was the Way hc 
tells them to ſecure their Poſſeſſions to them- 


ſelves, and to their Poſterity aſter them. 
After this he turns himſelf to Sulomon, and 
makes a molt affectionate paternal Addreſs 


to him in the Words of my Text; And 


thou, Solomon, my S$:m, know thou the God 
of thy Father, and ferve him with a pe- 
ſeit Heart, and with a willing Mind. 

Let us inquire what is included in this 
important Advicſqe. | 

The whole Duty of Man is reduc'd to two 


general Heads, . Knowledge, and Practice: 


Both 


of the Prince of Wales. 11 


Both theſe are compriſed in this ſhort Sen- 
tence; and of theſe united, the whole of 
Religion does conſiſt : ſo that it is of uni- 
verſal Concern to be furniſhed with both. 
King Dazid was, above all things, ſolicitous 
for Prince Solomon, that he ſhould be truly 


religious; and therefore, before all the At- 


fairs of Government, he recommends to him 
the Knowledge and Service of God. He was 
to be a great Man, but he muſt not think Re- 
ligion below him: He was to be a King, but 
he cou'd not lay the Foundation of his Go- 
vernment wiſer and better, than in Knozw- 
ing and Serving the God of his Father. 


Know thou the Ged of thy Father : The 
Cod whom he worſhipped, inquire diligently 


after; the God who raiſed him to Honour 
and Dignity, carefully ſerve ; 7he God who 


did ſuch wonderful Things for him, chuſe 


for your God; love, and obey him: e 
God your Father experiencd to be a gra- 
cious and merciful God to him all his Life, 
do thou, my Son, adhere to all thy Days. 
When Bleſſings have been intailed upon 
Fathers, their Children are bound in Gra- 
titude to be the faithful Servants of that 
God who was the Giver of them. When 


Parents are raiſed to Eſtates, Honours and 


Preferments; when they are in any In- 
ſtances highly favoured of God, their Poſte- 
rity ſhould labour to be ſenſible that all 


| theſe are Gifts from God; and therefore 


B 2 ſhould 
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12 A Sermon on the Bryth-day 


ſhould they chuſe him for their God, and 
endeavour to ſecure an Intereſt in him as 
ſuch ; that ſo the ſame Bleſſings, which their 
Parents or Grand-parents enjoy'd, may de- 
ſcend upon them. : 

What greater Comfort can there be to 
religious Parents, on the one hand, than to 
ſee their Children Followers of them, where- 
in they were Followers of God? How great 
ts their rejoicing to find their Children 
walking in Truth, according to the Com- 
mandments which they have received from 
God the Father? 2 John, ver. 4. And what 


an Encouragement is it to Children, on the 


other hand, to obſerve the Commands of 
God, and to walk in his Ways, when 
they ſee how remarkably their Parents have 
been proſpered, who walked in the - ſame 
Ways before them? N 
And thou, my Son, know thou the God 
of thy Father, and ſerve him. Knowing 
of God, and ſerving him, ought always to 
accompany one another; for to know him, 
and not to ſerve him, will be unprofitable ; 
and to ſerve him aright without ſnowing 
him, will be impoſſible. 
Let us inquire then, 
Firft, What it is to know God ; and, 
Secondly, What it is to ſerve him, in the 
Senſe of the Text. ; 
As to the Firſt; Kniw thou the God 
of thy Father. lt is not poſſible for finite 


Creatures 


of the Prince of Wales. 13 


Creatures to attain to a Knowledge of the 
divine Eſſence. God is incomprehenſible 
in his Nature, not to be fully known by 
the moſt learned Men on Earth : And how 
far the Knowledge hereof may extend, even 
among the heavenly Inhabitants, will be to 
us a Secret, till we arrive in thoſe happy Re- 
gions. So long as the preſent World ſhall 
laſt, the Queſtions which Zophar ask'd Fob 
may be propounded to the wiſeſt and beſt 
of Men; Cant thou by ſearching find out 
God ? Can'ſt thou find out the Almighty 
unto Perfection? It is as bigh as Hea- 
cen, what can'ſt thou do? Deeper than 
Hell, what can ſt thou know ? Job xi. 7, 8. 
After all our deepeſt Reſearches, it is but a 


| Part of God's Ways that we can be ac- 
| quainted with, and Hor little a Portion is 
| beard of bim! Chap. xxvi. 14. 


Nevertheleſs we muſt not remain wholly 


ignorant of God; there is fome Knowledge 


of him which we may attain to by the 


Light of Nature, and which is therefore 


the Duty of every rational Creature to la- 


| bour after. 


Tho' we can't know the Whole of God in 


| his Nature, Perfections, or Operations, nor 


be able to define exactly what God is, nor to 


| deſcribe particularly in what Manner he acts; 
| yet we may know that there is a God, that 
| there is a ſupreme Being and firſt Cauſe of all 
| Things, The viſible Things of this World 
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14 A Sermon on the Birth-day 


do lead us to the God who 1s inviſible ; and 
this it concerns all Men to be fully perſwaded 
of, for the Proof whereof there is the ſtrong- 
eſt Evidence both of Reaſon and Senſe ; and 


thoſe who are under ſuch ſtrong Delufions, 


as to disbelicve this very firſt Foundation of 
all Religion, are prepared for the Perpctra- 
tion of the moſt enormous Villanies, and can 
give no Pledge to any Society tor their g00d 
Behaviour. An Atheiſt is the greatelt Non 
ſer, the moſt dangerous Creature in Mature; 
he that knows no God, can fear oe, 
under no Awe from a ſupreme Being. 14 
conſequently is not reſtrain'd from the great 
eſt Wickedneſs, any otherwiſe than by hu- 
man Laws, which if he can eſcape the Pe- 
nalty of, he has no Thoughts of any thing 
hereafter to be a Check upon him. There 
are none but Fools, how wiſe ſoever they 
may think themſelves, that ſay in thei; 
Heart there is no God. 
And if there be a God, a ſupreme Being 
(as doubtleſs there is) he muſt be Eterna, 
from Everlaſting to Everlaſting. He mul 
be infinite in Power, Goodneſs, Mercy, Ju- 
ſtice, Truth, Holineſs, and in all pothbi: 
Perfections; for how can we form a Coil 
ception of a God who has any ImperfeCtions : 
And tho' we can't indeed know God to Per- 
ſection, yet we may know that he is an ab- 
ſolutely perfect Being, and ſuch a Conception 
all Mankind ſhould form of him. | 


It is alſo neceſſary for us to know that 
this God is the Creator of the World, that he 
made the Hcavens, Earth, and Seas, and all 
Things therein, by his Almighty Power; 
that he made tis, and not wwe our ſelves ; and 
that in him ee, and all Mankind, Jie and 


a- move and have our Being; fo that our 
an Lives, our human Bodies, and our rational 
od Souls, are his Gift; of which when we are 
uw once thoroughly perſwaded, we can't but fee 
PP... 


our ſelves under the higheſt Obligations to 

i W this God to whom we owe our very Exiſt- 
i W cnce: And with what Chearfulneſs may we 
rely upon him for our Preſervation, and for 
the comfortable Accommodations of Life, 
who as he is the Giver of Life, is no leſs 
the Suſtainer of it 2 For, 

As the World was made by God, fo we 
muſt know that he rules and governs it : 
| He does what ſeems good to him in the 
Heavens above, and in the Earth bencath, 
and none can controul him: He is the moſt 
High that liceth for ever, whoſe Dominion 


Inhabitants of the Earth are reputed as no- 


bis Will in the Armies of Heaven, and 
among the Inhabitants of the Barth, aud 
done can ſtay his Hand, or ſay unto him, 
what doft thou? — All bis Works are Truth, 
aud bis Ways Fudement, and thoſe that 
FL walk in Pride he is able to aboſe, as the 

great 
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bing (before him) and he doth according to 
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1H A Sermon on the Birth-day 


great King Nebuchadnezzar was forced to 
confeſs, Dan. iv. 35,37. The great Changes 
and Alterations in States and Kingdoms come 
not to paſs by Chance, but are the Ordering 


( 
of an All-wiſe Providence; for Promotion 
cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from the 
Meſt, nor from the South, but God is the [ 
Judge, (who is fit to rule and govern) /: t 
putteth down one, and ſetteth up another, i 
Pſal. Ixxvi. 6, 7. The Lord reigneth, the \ 
Lord God omui potent reigneth, which is cauſe 9 
of rejoicing to the whole Earth. The great fl 
Rulers and Governors of the World are ho- tl 
noured with the Title of God's, but the great ot 
God of Heaven judgeth amongſt the earthly fil 
Gods; he over- rules the Affairs of their th 
Kingdoms at his Pleaſure; their Lives alſo m. 
are at his Diſpoſal : have ſaid ye are Cod, We 
by Name and Office in doing Good to Men, if 
bit ye ſhall die like Men, like other Men, an 
and as certainly as the meaneſt of the People, 2 
Pſal. Ixxii. 1, 6, 7. It may be of ſingular to 
Uſe to us in the Chriſtian Life to review the tail 
various Turns of Providence with regard to WW 2 
the World or Church in general, to our na- WF ©! 

tive Country in particular, and eſpecially ic 
with reſpect to our Families, our Perſons or WW 7” 
Affairs; in all which nothing comes to pals, | Wh 


but by divine Appointment, or Permiſſion 
This, therefore, it is of great Importance to 
know concerning the great God, that he, 


by an all-wiſe Providence, n 
an 


the 
to 
na- 


5 or 
als, 
on: 
e tO 


ends 
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and over-rules the ANN of this lower 
World. 

Moreover, tis as certain that this God will 
call all Men to Account for what they have 
done in this World, and will deal with them 
accordingly ; will diſtribut e Rewards or Pu- 
niſhments to them, as they have behaved 
themſelves in the Bo ody. It is true indeed, that 
in the preſent Life all things come alike to all 
Men; fometimes the very beſt of Men are in 
oreat Adverſity, and the very worſt of Men 
flouriſh and proſper: But this is an Argument 
that there will come a Time when it ſhall be 
otherwiſe ; for we can't conceive it to be con- 
ſiſtent with the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God 


that it ſhould be always thus : No, he will 


manifeſt the Equity of his Proceedings in re- 
warding every Man according to his Works. 
ff thou. "Aft well, ſalt thou not be accepted ? 
and if thou dof? not wwell, Sin licth at the 
Door, Gen. iv. 7. Well- doing {hall not fail 
to be rewarded, and Evil- doing ſhall as cer- 
tainly be ounithed, As God will be the Re- 
warder of all them that diligently ſeeſt him; 

ſo he will avenge himſelf on the Workers of 
Iniquity. The righteous God will render 


to every Man according to his Deeds, of 


what Quality, Dcnomination, or Condition 
toever ; for there 1s uo Reſpetl of Per fons 


with Red... To then 2WHho by patient Contt- 


zuance in JW, doing, 7 for Glory, and 
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Honour, and Immortality, he will give 
eternal Life But unto them that are con- 
zentious, and do not obey the Truth, but obey 
Unrighteouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath 
ſhall be appointed; Tribulation and Anguiſ 


upon every Soul of Man that doth Exil; but 
Glory, Honour, and Peace, to every Man 


that worketh Good, Rom. ii. 6—11. How 
greatly will the Knowledge and firm Pet 
ſwaſion hereof contribute to reſtrain Men from 
all Ungodlineſs, and to excite them to uni- 
verſal Holineſs and Goodneſs 2? 

Such is the Knowledge of God, which we 


muſt labour to attain to; and if we do not 


know God in the Manner and Inſtances men- 
tioned, in ſome Meaſure and Degree at leaſt, 
either we ſhall not ſerve him at all, or elle 


we cannot ſerve him in a right Manner, 918. 


agreeable to his Nature and Commands. And 


this leads me to inquire into the 


Second Thing which the Text exhorts to, 


cg. to ſerve God. Know thou the God if 


thy Father, This was not peculiar to Solomon, 
but is neceſſary for us all; nor muſt we ſtop 
here, for this is only in order to fomething 
turther, which muſt be join'd to it, and with- 
out which it will be of no real Advantage to 
us. Know God, and ſerve him; theſc in 
Conjunction are the indiſpenſable Duty of 


every Man. What the former imports, has 


been hinted to you; let us now ſee what 1s 
included 
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ag in the latter Words; And ſerce 
im. 


I ſuppoſe the Duty here urged is not 


tw be confin'd to a narrow limited Senſe, 
as it is ſometimes uſed; it is not to be 
reſtrain'd, I conceive, to the devotional Part 
of Religion, ſuch as Prayer or Praiſe, Hear- 
ing or Reading the Scriptures, Receiving 
the Holy Communion, or the like: But J 
chuſe to take it in a greater Latitude, 
and over and above ſuch religious Exer- 
ciſes, to include an univerſal Obedience to 
God's holy Laws, 2. e. avoiding all thoſe 


_ Things which he forbids, and doing whatſo- 


ever he requires of us, in every Station, 
Condition, Relation, and Circumſtance of 
Life, wherein we are placed; that whether 
We eat or drink, or whatever we do (as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks) we may do all to the 
Glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. It is true, 
we may be ſaid to ſerce God when we 


pay our Homage to him in Acts of Devo- 


tion, when we worſhip him as God ; but 


this is only a Part of that Service we owe 
to him, how much ſocver it may have en- 
groſſed the Name of the Whole. To ſerve 


God, in the full Extent of it, is to ſerve 


him as our Lord and Maſter, employing 


our ſelves continually in doing the ſeveral 
Services which he requires at our Hands. 


It ſeems to be of the ſame Import with 
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20 A Sermon on the Birtb- day 


having our Converſation as becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, Phil. i. 27. or, to include 
all that the ſame Apoſtle expreſſes in ano- 
ther Epiſtle, Denyiug Ungodlineſs and world- 
ly Laſts, and living ſoberly, righteonſly and 
godly in this preſent TWorld ; adorning the 
Dectrine of God our Saviour in all Things, 
Tit. ii. 10, 12. In this Light, the Service 
of God compriſes the Whole of practical 
Religion; it is no leſs than the Buſineſs 
of our whole Lives, and extends to all the 
Actions of our Lives, which muſt all be 
performed with a View to the Commands 
of the great God, our Sovereign Lord, 
whom in all Things we are bound t» 
obey. in oe 
It remains for us to conſider in what 
Manner we are to ſerve God. This the 
good King directed his Son in expreſly, in 
two Particulars: Serve him with a per- 
fert Heart, and with a willing Mind. As 
our Knowledge of God will be in vain, 
unleſs it be accompany'd with the Service 
of him; ſo our Service of him can't be 
right, unleſs it be performed with a per- 
fett Heart, and a willing Mind; both mult 
be employed in God's Service. NE 
per fett Heart is requir'd to render 


this Service acceptable, z. e. a /mcere Heat : 1 
for Sincerity is our Goſpel- Perfection. No- not 


thing is more ſeverely condemned, 


* 


nor ſhall . too 
be 1 


AlN, 
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be more grievouſly puniſhed than Hypo- 
criſy in Religion; falſe deceitful Services, 
how pompous ſoever they may appear to 
Men, can never be acceptable in the Sight 
of God: He will not regard any Perfor- 
mances without an Heart; and if that be 
right with God, the Services performed 
ſhall be eſteemed as perfe& in his Sight, 
and be rewarded as ſuch, | 

A willing Mind alſo muſk accompany 
our Sincerity in the Service of God, 7. e. it 
muſt not proceed from Conſtraint, or Com- 
pulſion, but from free Choice, from a Prin- 
ciple of Love, with Chearfulneſs, and with 
Pleaſure : Or perhaps it may admit of this 
Turn, that the Service of God ſhould be 
carefully attended to, and minded as our 
Buſineſs, with that Diligence, as if it was 
the greateſt and moſt important we had to 
mind in the World. 5 

Theſe are the Directions here given, how 
to ſerve God in ſuch a Manner as he re- 
quires, and will accept. Serve him, the 


| God of Tſrael, and no other; for he is the 


only living and true God: He is à Spirit; 
ſerve him in Spirit and in Truth; engage 
in this with Delight, mind it with Diligence 

and Conſtancy. TL ata 
And let me obſerve to you, that this 1s 
not too mean for the greateſt Potentates, nor 
oo high for the meaneſt Peaſants, Solomon 
5 the 
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the great, the wealthy, the wiſe, muſt not 
think the Service of God below him ; nor 
muſt the pooreſt, the moſt 1gnorant, or un- 
learned, conceit themſelves excuſed from it, 
as if it was above them; no, God the ſu- 
preme Lord, the Creator and Preſerver of 
all Mankind, expects an Homage of Service 
to be paid him by all his rational Creatures, 
of what Degree or Rank ſoever. This is 
the Duty of all, without Exception, with- 
out Diſtinction, who are the Subjects of the 
King of Heaven, . 


To enforce this Charge upon Solon, 


King David backs it with two powerful 

Motives, in the next Words to the Text; 

which being of equal Force with reſpect 

to all others, muſt not be quite paſſed 
over. : 


underftandeth all the Imaginations of the 
| Thoughts : The very Secrets of our Souls 
are open to God ; He ſearcheth all Hearts, 
cven the Hearts of Kings, which to Men 
are wiſearchable, Prov. xxv. 3. All things 
are naked, and open unto the Eyes if 
him with whom we have to do, Hed. iv. 13. 
and ſince we can't impoſe upon him with 
any outward Appearances, nor deal deceit- 
fully in any Inſtances but he ſees it, we ſhould 
therefore approve our ſelves to God in all 
our Services, by Sincerity : It is this which 

OI; recom- 


For the Lord ſearcheth all Hearts, and 


of the Prince of Wales. 23 
recommends them to God; our beſt Ser- 
vices are very imperfect, and that which 
puts a Value upon them, is, being perform- 
ed in Sincerity ; God accepts them, becauſe 
they come from a perſett Heart, without 


which they will be not only unprofitable, 
but abominable in his Sight. And as he 


knows all our Thoughts afar of, whether 
good or bad, we ſhould from thence be in- 
duced to employ them in his Service, and to 
give our Minds to it in good earneſt, ſince 
he under ſtands all that we imagine, contrive, 
or purpoſe in the inmoſt T houghrs of our 
Mind, : „ 

And that we may be perſwaded to continue 
in the Service of God, we have an Argument 
offered in the laſt Words of the Verſe; If 
thou feek him, he will be found of thee ; 
but if thou forſake him, he will caſt thee 
o for ever. This was particularly directed 
to Solomon indeed, but it does not belong to 
him peculiarly ; for it is moſt certainly true, 
with reſpect to all Perſons whatſoever, that 
their Happineſs or their Miſery, both here 
and hereafter, depends upon their ſerving 
or not ſerving God. F we ſeek him di- 
ligently, if we ſerve him faithfully, he will 
be found of us, we ſhall obtain his Favour 
and Bleſſing, and that will make us happy. 


But if we forſake him, deſert his Service, 
and turn away from keeping his Commands, 


he 
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he will hide himſelf from us at preſent, and 


(what will render us compleatly miſerable) 
will caſt us off for ever, with a Depayt 


from me all ye Workers of Iniquity, I kno 


you not. 
David was very ſolicitous that Sou 
might never forſake the Service of God, 


but obſerve the Charge which he had here 
given him; And thou, Solomon, my Son, 


know thou the God of thy Father, aud 


' ſerve him with a perfect Heart, and with a 


willing Mind ; and, that this Advice might 


take place, he follows it with this carne! 


Prayer to God, to the ſame Purpoſe, in the 
next Chapter, at the 19th Verſe; O Lor 
God — Give unto Solomon my Son à perfect 
Heart, to keep thy Commandments, thy Te- 
ftimonies, aud thy Statutes, and to do al. 


theſe Things, viz. all that are commanded 


by God, enjoin'd by the King, or may rea- 
ſonably be expected for the Good of his 
People. ” 
Such, no doubt, are the earneſt Prayers 
of King George and Oueen Caroline jor 
the Royal Heir ; and let all loyal Subjects 


join their Prayers with their Congratula- 


tions on this happy Occaſion : This we may 
be aſſured will be acceptable to their Ma- 
jeſties, whoſe Royal Pleaſure it is, that 
Prayers ſhould be ſtatedly offered up to 
God in all Places of Publick Worſhip, 
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throughout theſe Dominions, for his Roya. 
Highneſs Frederick Prince of Wales: On 
him are the Eyes, not only of Britain, but 
of Europe, fixed; and for him let us offer up 


| our moſt fervent Prayers to God continually, 
| that the great Expectations which all have 
| from him, may in due time be fully anſwer- 


ed: May he daily improve in all Chriſtian 
and Princely Virtues, and may he live to 


| ſee many Returns of This Day, in great 
| Pleaſure and Happineſs to himſelf, and be- 
holding the ſecure and flouriſhing State of 
| Great Britain, in all her Privileges, both 
Sacred and Civil. 


Not that the Succeſſion to the Crown 


| in the Proteſtant Line, which is the only 
| Security for the Enjoyment of both, does 
now depend upon a ſingle Life; for, bleſſed 


be God, we have a Royal Family more nu- 
merous than England has ſeen at any one 
Time for above two Centurics, and at this 
Day exceeding any Court in Europe. 'The 
Czar of Muſcovy is not yet arrived at proper 
Years for Marriage; the King of Seder: 
has no Iſſue ; and the Emperor of Germany 
and the King of France have only Females, 
who can't inherit their Dominions ; while 
England has Seven Royal Branches, de- 
ſcending from our preſent King and Queen, 
all now living, whom may it pleaſe God 
long to preſerve : None of theſe are de- 
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"barred a legal Right of ſucceeding to t 


then remain to any Popiſh Pretender? 


be fulfilled, that he muſt ſleep with ti 


ple ſay, Amen. 
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Crown; and what Shadow of Hopes c 


May it pleaſe God, for the Sake of thei 
Kingdoms, and for the Sake of the Royiſ 
Poſterity, to continue their Majeſties in Lit 
and mutual Happineſs for many. Years 1 
come; and when the King's Days hill 


Fathers, (in a good old Age, full of Day; 


Riches, and Honours) Then may it pleak: . 
the 5 Ruler of the World, to fa 


up bis Seed after him, which ſball pri 
ceed out of his Bowels; and eftabliſh bi: 
Kingdom for ever : And let all the Peo. 
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